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ANNUAL  REPORT. 


fHE  chief  characteristics  of  the  3^ear  which  has  just 
passed,  are  the  very  gratifying  circumstances  of  a 

v.  ^ 

'Cifx  continuously  low  general  death-rate,  and  of  a  pro¬ 
gressive  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  people, 
consequent  on  a  better  state  of  trade  in  the  district ;  while 
on  the  other  hand,  the  chief  circumstance  to  be  regretted 
is  the  rather  high  death-rate  among  very  young  children. 

Population. — This  to  the  middle  of  June  is  estimated 
to  be  5,200. 

Births. — One-hundred-and-fifty-eight  births  have  taken 
place  (of  which  number  82  were  boys,  and  76  girls),  and 
which  figures  give  the  high-rate  of  30-3  per  thousand,  01- 
three  times  the  number  of  deaths. 

Deaths. — Fifty-two  deaths  were  registered  (of  which  22 
were  males,  and  30  females),  giving  the  low  death-rate  of 
10  per  thousand  of  the  population — 37  took  place  in  Wed- 
nesfield  proper  ;  8  in  the  Wood  End  district ;  7  in,  and  near 
March  End  ;  while  no  deaths  whatever  took  place  at  the 
Scotlands,  always  the  healthiest  part  of  Wednesfield. 
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The  deaths  include: — i  each  of  Enteric  Fever,  Puerperal 
PAever,  Influenza,  and  Injuries  ;  2  each  from  Whooping 
Cough  and  Cancer ;  5  each  from  Marasmus  and  Heart 
Disease  ;  8  each  from  Diarrhoea,  and  Bronchial  Affections  ; 
and  18  from  all  other  diseases.  Twenty-one  infants  died 
under  the  age  of  1  year, — which  numbers  give  a  rate  of  132 
per  thousand  births  registered. 

Inquests  were  held  as  to  the  cause  of  deaths  in  6  cases. 

Five  people  attained  considerable  longevity  : — 3  having 
died  at  the  advanced  ages  of  76,  82,  and  83  years  of  age 
respectively. 

Twenty-five  deaths  occurred  under  the  age  of  5  years, 
and  27  at  the  age  of  5  and  upwards. 

Additional  particulars  will  be  found  by  the  Council  on 
referring  to  the  Tables  appended  to  the  end  of  the  Report ; 
but  I  may  say  here  that  no  death  during  the  year  has  resulted 
from  either  or  any  of  the  following  diseases,  nor  have  any 


such  been  notified, 

viz.  : 

Measles,  Small- Pox,  Membranous 

Croup,  Typhus  Fever,  Eiq 

glish  Cholera,  or  Phthisis. 

The  following 

Table 

gives  the  death 

rate  in  previous 

years,  which  may  interest 

the  Council  and 

serve  as  a  means 

of  comparison  : — 

1879 

19*1 

1889 

w 

■<1 

CO 

1880 

i8’9 

1891 

17*5 

1881 

I9'5 

1S92 

CO 

A 

M 

1882 

17*0 

1893 

13*2 

.  1883 

15*2 

1894 

I2’6 

1884 

1895 

I7'4 

1885 

20*0 

1896 

13-2 

1886 

I27 

1897 

I2‘I 

1887 

12-8 

1898 

.  .  IO'O 

1888 

18*6 
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Isolation  Hospital. — Nine  cases  of  Scarlatina  have 
been  treated  here,  all  of  which  cases  occurred  in  the  first 
half  of  the  year,  the  last  case  being  notified  on  May  20th 
last;  and  it  is  a  subject  for  congratulation  that  out  of  the 
whole  number  of  patients  treated  since  the  Institution  was 
established,  no  fatality  has  taken  place  among  Wednesfield 
patients. 

The  Hospital  Committee  have,  during  the  year,  added 
an  extra  bed- room  for  the  assistant-nurse,  which  was  a  great 
desideratum,  and  which  will  be  of  much  service. 

It  appears  that  an  unforeseen  difficulty  has,  unfor¬ 
tunately,  arisen  with  regard  to  the  contemplated  service  of 
Corporation  water  to  the  Hospital ;  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  on 
account  of  the  importance  of  the  matter,  that  a  solution  of 
the  difficulty  may  be  arrived  at  in  the  near  future,  as  the 
present  manner  of  conveying  and  storing  the  drinking-water, 
is  objectionable.  I  am  afraid  the  present  building  cannot  be 
looked  upon  as  other  than  a  temporary  arrangement ;  it  has 
certainly  served  its  purpose  fairly  well  up  to  the  present 
time,  but  it  will  not  probably  be  sufficient  for  the  wants  of 
this  growing  neighbourhood  for  very  much  longer.  It 
would  obviously  be  the  most  economical  and  efficient  course 
for  the  Council  to  join  with  neighbouring  districts  in 
providing  suitable  and  permanent  accommodation. 

Infantile  Mortality. — Although  the  mortality  among 
very  young  children  is  still  high— being  nearly  half  of  the 
total  number  of  deaths — still,  Wednesfield  compares  favor¬ 
ably  in  this  respect,  with  many  surrounding  places,  and  also 
with  the  country  at  large. 

For  every  thousand  children  born  in  this  district,  no  less 
a  number  than  132  die  before  attainment  of  their  first  year  of 
life;  while  the  mean-rate  for  the  whole  of  the  Urban  districts 
combined  is  174,  and  for  the  large  towns  169  per  thousand 
births.  In  one  place  in  the  north  of  the  country  the  rate  is 
as  high  as  232,  or  10  per  cent,  higher  than  our  own. 
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Probably  the  special  cause  of  the  mortality  this  year  was 
the  epidemic  of  Summer  Diarrhoea,  which  we  experienced 
in  the  latter  half  of  the  year,  from  which  8  young  children 
succumbed,  and  there  were  also  5  deaths  from  Consumptive 
Bowels.  It  is  probable  that  some  of  these  children  were 
insured,  and,  no  doubt  there  is  a  connection  between  infantile 
mortality  and  life  assurance,  but  I  regret  I  have  no  means 
of  ascertaining  the  exact  relation  of  such  ;  but  in  an 
adjoining  township,  out  of  a  total  of  226  deaths,  no  less  a 
number  than  156  were  insured  b}T  their  parents  or  guardians, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  the  same  obtains  in  Wednesfield,  and 
possibly  to  the  same  extent. 

I11  some  districts  lectures  on  the  subject  of  public  health 
are  given,  with  apparently  good  results,  and  I  would 
recommend  the  Council  to  institute  such  in  Wednesfield  ; 
as  it  is  to  the  education  of  the  people,  principally,  that  we 
must  look  for  any  improvement  in  this  direction,  “  as  it 
seems  hopeless  to  expect  any  progress  until  young  children 
are  reared  with  more  intelligent  care  as  to  their  feeding,  and 
with  greater  regard  to  the  cleanliness  of  their  surroundings 
than  is  at  present  displayed.”  It  is  a  very  regrettable  cir¬ 
cumstance  that  as  a  rule,  twice  as  many  children  die  in  the 
first  year  of  their  lives  as  in  the  four  years  immediately 
following. 

Notifications. — Fourteen  notifications  were  received 
during  the  37ear,  and  w7ere  as  follows  : — 

2  cases  of  Diphtheria  (March  End  and  Wood  End). 

9  ,,  Scarlatina  (principally  Wood  End). 

1  case  of  Enteric  Fever  (Wednesfield  proper). 

1  ,,  Etysipelas  (Rookety  Street). 

1  ,,  Puerperal  Fever  (Hall  Street). 

Zymotic  Dispasbs. — Thirteen  deaths  were  attributable 
to  this  class  of  affections,  and  give  a  zymotic-rate  of  2^5  per 
thousand,  which  compares  favorably  with  the  Urban  districts 
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in  the  county,  in  which  the  mean-rate  is  2*91,  while  in  large 
towns  it  is  2-87.  The  Council  will  not  gather  from  this  that 
Wednesfield  needs  no  improvement  in  this  direction,  as  the 
rate  is  still  too  high,  and  no  doubt  as  sanitation  proceeds 
will  be  much  reduced  in  the  future. 

Whooping  Cough. — This  complaint  was  rather  preval¬ 
ent  in  July,  and  2  deaths  were  the  result  of  it;  often  the 
serious  character  of  the  disease  is  not  sufficiently  recognised, 
and  that  often  carelessness,  and  want  of  thought  on  the  part 
of  parents  and  guardians,  lead  to  needless  deaths. 

SCitKUUT  FuVKR. — Nine  cases  of  this  disease,  all  of 
a  mild  type,  were  treated  in  the  Isolation  Hospital,  with 
a  satisfactory  result  in  each  case.  It  seems  as  though  this 
disease  wras  becoming  continuously  of  a  milder  type  than 
formerly ;  that  it  is  usually  less  fatal  in  its  results,  and  on 
the  whole  less  prevalent  than  in  many  former  years.  I  can 
well  recollect  an  epidemic  in  the  neighbourhood  in  which  it 
assumed  a  most  malignant  type,  more  like  Typhoid  Fever 
than  Scarlatina,  and  the  mortality  was  most  lamentable,  and 
the  only  thing  which  seemed  to  stay  its  progress  was  the 
lack  of  human  material. 

Diarrhoea. — Summer  Diarrhoea  was  rather  prevalent 
in  the  latter  months  of  the  year,  and  8  deaths  were  attribut¬ 
able  to  this  cause.  “  Diarrhoea  is  a  disease  which  is  very 
variable  as  regards  its  prevalence,  as  the  temperature  in  the 
summer  months  is  intimately  connected  with  its  causation  ; 
at  the  same  time,  although  climatic  conditions  are  ultimately 
associated  with  the  ailment,  its  prevalence  is  largely 
influenced  by  the  presence  of  insanitary  surroundings  and 
the  amount  of  discretion  shown  in  the  feeding  of  infants,  for 
it  is  essentially  an  infantile  affection.” 

“The  greatest  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease 
usually  occur  in  the  month  of  August,  the  period  of  the  year 
when  the  earth’s  temperature  is  greatest,  thus  favoring  the 
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growth  of  those  organisms  upon  which  the  disease  depends. 
Another  contributing  cause  of  Diarrhoea  is  the  decomposition 
which  takes  place  in  those  accumulations  of  refuse  in  and 
around  privies.  So  vitiated  does  the  atmosphere  in  and 
around  the  ill-ventilated  dwellings  of  the  poor  become,  that 
not  only  is  general  ill-health  produced,  but  consequent 
contamination  of  milk  and  other  food,  in  close  and  often 
dirty  pantries  also  results.” 

Obvious  nuisances  are  of  frequent  occurrence  in  Wed- 
nesfield,  and  the  Council  would  do  well  to  insist  on  their 
removal  or  abatement,  with  the  object  of  lessening  zymotic 
diseases. 

Diphtheria. — Two  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified, 
and  both  had  a  favorable  termination. 

In  view  of  the  great  difficulty  there  is  often  the 
diagnosis  of  this  most  dangerous  complaint,  Dr.  Geo.  Reid, 
the  County  Medical  Officer,  has  arranged  with  the  authorities 
of  the  Mason’s  Science  College,  Birmingham,  to  make  an 
analysis  of  membrane  taken  from  the  throat  of  a  patient,  so 
as  at  once  to  determine  the  true  nature  of  the  disease,  and 
has  supplied  all  the  Medical  Officers  in  the  County  with 
sterilised  tubes  and  boxes  in  which  to  forward  the  specimen. 
This  cannot  but  be  a  move  in  the  right  direction,  and  one 
calculated  to  be  of  the  utmost  possible  service  in  the  cause 
of  humanity. 

Enteric  Fever — This  disease — which  must  be  looked 
up  as  entirely  preventable — was  responsible  for  i  death. 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that  only  i  case  of  Enteric  Fever  and 
i  of  Puerperal  Fever  were  notified,  and  that  both  of  them 
had  a  fatal  termination. 

ErysipETAS. — One  case  only  of  this  disease  was  notified. 
It  is  one  characterised  by  its  rarity  in  Wednesfield. 

Phthisis. — For  many  years  in  the  past,  no  Annual 
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Report  has  been  furnished  to  the  Council  without  it  con¬ 
taining  the  record  of  deaths  from  the  above  complaint ;  it  is, 
therefore,  doubly  pleasing  to  know  that  the  past  year  fur¬ 
nished  a  precedent  in  this  respect,  as  no  death  from  this 
most  insidious  complaint  has  occurred. 

In  future  cases  I  would  recommend  the  Council  to  have 
the  houses  where  such  occur  thoroughly  disinfected,  as  there 
is  growing  reason  to  believe  that  Phthisis  is  somewhat 
contagious  in  certain  conditions  of  life. 

Cottage:  Hombs. — One  death  only — from  a  bad  form  of 
Cardiac  Affection,  which  had  existed  for  years, — took  place 
here  in  January — this  being  the  only  case  having  a  fatal 
termination  for  more  than  two  years ,  an  incident  of  a  very 
satisfactory  character,  considering  the  number  of  children 
in  the  Institution  from  year  to  year. 

There  have  been  a  number  of  Skin  Affections  treated 
during  the  year,  with  some  severe  cases  of  Bronchitis, 
Pneumonia,  and  Tonsillitis,  together  with  a  few  of  Ophthalmia, 
but  on  the  whole  the  health  of  the  children  has  been 
excellent,  to  which  gratifying  circumstance  plenty  of  fresh 
air,  good  food,  suitable  clothing,  and  regular  habits  of  life, 
have  very  materially  contributed. 

It  would  be  very  interesting  to  learn  what  was  the  death- 
rate  among  the  children  when  they  were  all  kept  and  treated 
when  ill  in  the  Union  Workhouse,  as  compared  with  the 
exceedingly  low-rate  at  the  Cottage  Homes.  If  these  figures 
were  ascertained,  I  think  they  would  afford  a  convincing 
proof  of  the  sagacity  of  the  Guardians  in  removing  the 
children  from  the  polluted  atmosphere,  and  dismal  sur¬ 
roundings  of  the  Bilston  Road  into  the  purer  air  of  the 
country,  away  from  noise,  smoke,  and  smell. 

Vaccination. — Public  vaccination  has  been  at  a  mini¬ 
mum,  and  practically  a  dead  letter  in  Wednesfield,  only  four 
children  having  been  vaccinated  in  the  last  quarter  of  the 
year. 
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With  the  advent  of  the  year  1899,  the  new  Act  conies 
into  force,  and  makes  the  following  among  other  changes  : — 

Vaccination  stations  are  to  be  given  up,  and  the  operation 
is  to  take  place  at  the  house  of  the  parents,  or  elsewhere  as 
may  be  arranged,  and  preferably  glycerinated  calf-lymph  is 
to  be  used,  while  the  period  allowable  for  the  operation  is 
extended  to  six  months,  instead  of  three  as  heretofore,  and 
the  earliest  age  when  re-vaccination  is  to  be  performed  is 
ten  3Tears. 

Another  new  Act  which  was  very  much  needed — the 
Inebriates’  Act — became  law  at  the  beginning  of  the  present 
year,  and  no  doubt  will  prove  of  the  utmost  service  in  the 
reclamation  of  persons  in  whom  the  craving  for  strong  drink 
is  a  mental  disease,  requiring  a  long  period  of  abstentation 
to  effect  a  cure,  and  at  the  same  time  doing  away  with  the 
stigma  which  committed  to  an  asylum  usually  carries  with 
it. 

Insanitary  Housks. — Two  tumble- down  cottages  in 
Noose  Iyane  were  certified  as  being  unfit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion,  on  account  of  their  excessive  dampness  and  dirtiness, 
want  of  privy  accommodation,  and  general  dilapidation,  and 
positive  danger. 

New  Buiedings. — Twenty-six  houses  have  been  erected 
during  the  year,  a  fact  pointing  to  the  increasing  prosperity 
of  the  place,  and  which  the  Council  would  do  well  to 
augment,  by  using  every  endeavour  to  procure  the  extension 
of  the  Tramway  from  Wolverhampton  into  their  district,  as 
nothing  tends  more  to  foster  the  trade  and  growth  of  a 
locality,  than  facilities  for  inter-communication. 

Trade. — There  has  not  been  nearly  so  much  poverty 
as  in  many  former  3rears,  and  several  things  point  to 
improved  conditions  in  the  circumstances  of  the  people, 
one  among  them  being  the  comparatively  few  notes  obtained 
for  Parish  relief  or  otherwise. 
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Ill  conclusion,  I  must  offer  the  Council  my  congratu¬ 
lations  on  the  public  enterprise  they  have  exhibited  with 
regard  to  the  deep-sewerage  of  the  district — a  work  of  much 
importance,  and  an  undertaking  of  considerable  magnitude— 
which,  so  far,  has  satisfactorily  progressed,  and  is  now 
nearing  completion,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  it  will  materially 
add  to  the  health  of  the  people,  and  indirectly  to  the 
prosperity  of  Wednesfield  generally. 


I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentleman 


Your  obedient  servant, 

ARTHUR  HANDS, 
Medical  Officer. 


P.S. — A  further  case  of  Scarlatina  (not  mentioned  in  the  body  of  my 


Report)  was  notified  on  the  last  day  of  the  year,  and  the 
patient  was  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  the  same  day. 
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TABLE  A. 


Shewing;  the  Deaths  Classified  according  to  Diseases, 

and  Ages,  &c. 


At  all 
ages. 

Under 

I 

year. 

1  year 
and 

under  5. 

5  years 
and 

under  15. 

15  years 
and 

under  25. 

25  years 
and 

under  65. 

65  years 
and 

upwards. 

52 

21 

4 

I 

n 

0 

12 

II 

DEATHS. 


Under  5. 

Over  5. 

From  Smallpox  .  . 

O 

O 

,,  Scarlatina  .  . 

O 

O 

,,  Diphtheria 

O 

O 

,,  Membranous  Croup 

O 

O 

,,  Typhus 

O 

O 

.,  Enteric  or  Typhoid 

O 

I 

,,  Puerperal  .  . 

0 

1 

,,  Marasmus 

5 

O 

,,  Erysipelas 

0 

O 

,,  Influenza 

0 

I 

,,  Whooping  Cough 

2 

O 

,,  Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery 

8 

O 

,,  Rheumatic  Fever 

0 

O 

,,  Phthisis 

0 

O 

,,  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  &  Pleurisy 

0 

5 

,,  Heart  Disease 

0 

5 

,,  Cancer 

0 

2 

,,  Injuries 

0 

1 

,,  All  other  Diseases  .  . 

7 

1 1 

Total 

25 

27 

Deaths  132,  equal  to  a  Death-rate  of  10-0  per  thousand. 

Population,  Midsummer,  1898  .  .  5,200 

Area  in  Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  2,539 


TABLE  B. 

New  Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  during  the  year  1898,  enumerating  the  Number  of  Houses 
Infected,  the  Total  Number  of  Deaths,  also  the  Number  of  Cases  Treated 
in  Infectious  Hospitals. 
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The  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  is  Compulsory. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  are  not  included  among  the  Diseases 

notified. 

An  Isolation  Hospital  is  available  for  the  District. 


TABLE  C 


List  of  Nuisances  dealt  with. 


Inspections  and 

Observations  Notice  Nuisances 


made. 

served. 

abated. 

Houses  in  a  Foul  Condition 

6 

4 

4 

Houses  out  of  Repair 

4 

1 

1 

Two  Houses  closed,  unfit  for  Habitation 

4 

2 

2  closed 

Foul  Smells  from  Water  Cisterns 

6 

2 

2 

Houses  Overcrowded 

24 

12 

12 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

252 

39 

39 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

6 

3 

3 

House  Drainage — 

Defective  Drainage  Pipes  stopped  up 

28 

14 

14 

Pigsties  (Bad  Drainage) — 

Pigs  kept  too  near  the  Houses 

18 

9 

9 

Stale  Pig  Wash 

6 

n 

O 

3 

Yards  in  a  Filthy  Condition 

6 

3 

3 

360 

92 

92 

6  Houses  were  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease. 


JOSEPH  TOMKYS, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


